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Today, ‚Police and the violence that accompanies 
Them are oS ubiquitous as The rising sea. 
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If, for example you attempt to harvest a few Cartloads of produce 
from the grocery Store Without Paying the appropiate amount of tender | 
or attempt to barter a highly taxed item Without Paving that Tax Gee erccarner) 
or if you are simply born with melanin and are in the “wrong place atthe wron 
time, it is hi ghly likely that you will come face to face with this violence. 


La Ge 7 U 


Nee N sm In tact , The police 35 We Know 
PZN Then are a fairly recent 
E) phenomenon on The World stage 
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And perhaps ultimatelu 


envision Their demise 
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So today 


‚when 


Police are Still slave 
catchers and union busters 
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you hear talk of police reform: Body 
cameras federal oversight eic, remember that this 1S a distractiont 
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Bad policing IST a case of bad apples. its an institution. miertiorally 
constructed to enforce the agendas of those with power and money 
nn Violence. police maintain and uphold an economic order which 
IS and always has been hichly racalized particularly in The United States | 


Sne WS genesis, Policing has continued to blost dt a Staggering 
pace, through the war on drugs, the growth of The private prison 
and weapons industries and a number of cher State consoldatjon 
mitiefnes. we NOW live ina world where extreme stale violence 
IS Ubiguitous and virtually uncontested there is Nothing Normal about This. 
Athropologicaly, This 1s entirely unique ahd therefore mutable. 


Cracks are begining to form 


as people question th 
cle" of KA de IN caen BLACK LWES MATTER 
Society. This Conersation Ef 


must "be pushed To 
ts logical condusion. 
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Pole are an aberration, 3 Nidntmare 
WE ah Wake up trom f WE fore lady. 
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The first recognizably Modern police force was established In 
London in the first half of The Ith Century by a man named Robert Reel 
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Peel modeled the department 
after The Royal Irish Constabulary 
an organ he had himself 
founded a decade earlier To 
manian order in brifannias 
restive Wish colony. Policing In 
ts earliest form was explicitly 
informed, by The colonial 
experience Le. controlling a 
potentially insurgent population. 
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In London this of course meat the burgeoning 
urbanized and highly exploited proletariat: 


In the North, police developed along Similar lines as their cousins 
In Europe to protect a mushrooming System of wage-labor 


capitalism from Threats by the working dass (ie. union Organizing) 


At the time, the polce were Cast 
as the prołecjots of bourgeois 
civillization from The ravages of 
the (mostly immigrant) working class 
Today of course, the focus or WE 
Theat has Shifted onto poor Y 
black and brown people father | Dur 
Than European MiqrantS aS 
whiteness has expanded to 
Include those formerly excluded 
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| ın other words specifically 
Targeting he Poor and ather 
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Though often invisible, State Sanctioned 
violence (or the threat of 1t) backs up 
even The Pettest and non-criminel of regulations 


Graeber points to fire 
code regulations used to 
Justify violent eviction of 
Squatters and pretestots who 
ate offen gulty of The 
pełtiest of Regulatory 
violations (walking on the 
street) if They refuse 
They willl most Certainly 
be met with violence 


they do TNS to deker people from T King power 
E back, goading People back into a system where 
Bm they must work Themselves to The bone in order 


U to Scrape togelher enoughto pay The lanalocd IB 
Simply to rest Their heeds 
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The. 
orcbiahle To Maintain This inequity 
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do this because it is ENOMDUSIY N 
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For 3 broad sociological explanation of the role 
of police in our time, LSE Anthropology professor 
David Graebers definition is particularly useful: 


one can only condude that we are 
dealing with a group of armed, 
lower Echelon government administrators 
Trained in The scenic application of 
physical force or The threat of 
physical fore to did IN The resolution 
of administrative Problems. 


Police are 
bureaucrats 
with guns 


They are the active 
face of the state 
Monopoly on violence. 


During The Same period and in tact even earlier in the 
south, one finds only Slave patrols and “Cty guards’ Which 
were developed to maman Social control over the unique 
demographics of large parts of the South,that ıs,a Majority 
enslaved black Populatio 3 panicked white Minority, 
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These formations would | 
evolve. directly nto the 
Dolice department S ot Toda 
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© A NS departments quiy Sef out lo prop up Jim 
Crow Throuch a campaigh of terror 
waged on the regons black population 
< | brofalizing and arresting folks to feed into 
x NS ( The comic labour System In Order To 
nn e N maintain the white supremacist Conic Order | 


prisons and jails 
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- [Northern and southern models, while cosmetically different, were | policing in the second | 
both ultimately expressions of a national economic order that was half of the 204 Centur 
| profoundly, dependerf on violent enforcement to maintain itself. exploded In Kina. * | 
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Ny mber of peop le in 
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The fugitive Slave Law, for 

| example required Northerners 
to capture and return former 
enstavea peoples even Outside 
the legally demarcated siate states 


-- — Incarcerated Population —— Police spending 


in brief: the so-called war on drugs, broken windows and 
9 Slew of other facdized policing mehodologes were used 


This brings US to Where We are today with a slave labor 
prison System That incetcerstes more black people 
Today Than under Natel  slaver 
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Later, The Great Migration broudat hundreds 
of Thousands of black folks to northern | 
cities to work in the rapidly expanding industry, N 
and New forms of Social Control had+o be developed 


NS 
and a policną 
executes hundre 


apparatus which extra-judiciW y 
ds of people a uear as a mater OF Course. 


— 


